
School desk Newsletter #2 
  Project closed with 111 school desks 
In the beginning of Novem-
ber we went back to Cambo-
dia to the two village schools 
you have so generously do-
nated money for. A special 
thanks goes to our Cambo-
dian friend Ta as we would 
not have been able to do this 
project without his great 
support. 
 
After we released the first 
newsletter, another 10 peo-
ple wanted to contribute. As 
we managed to order extra 
school desks, the project has 

now closed with 111 school 
desks. The two suppliers 
hired extra carpenters as 
they needed to construct the 
desks in a short timeframe. 
So in total 14 families bene-
fitted from this project. 80 
people from 14 different na-
tionalities donated. 300 chil-
dren now have better basics 
for their education, although 
of course there is a lot more 
to be done.  
 
But one step 
at the time…. 
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sompeah - Khmer for 
greeting or saying thanks  

Results 
RM 13,875 (USD 4,393) 
111 school desks  
80 sponsors of 14 nationalities 
14 carpenter families have income for a few 

months 



By the time we arrived in 
Siem Reap to complete 
the project, about 30 
school desks for the Srah 
Srang school were fin-
ished and delivered, but 
the rest was waiting for 
the table top timber to 
arrive.  The timber in the 
area around Srah Srang 
got out of supply.  
 
We fixed all your name 
tags to the desks so you 
can now proudly say you 
have a footprint in the 
rural areas of Cambodia. 
 
Dorn Srey Own, a 12 year 
old pupil from the Srah 
Srang school, mounted 

the first name plate. We 
met this nice girl when 
we were visiting Cambo-
dia for the first time in 
February 2010. At one of 
the temples she was sell-
ing small handicraft in 
the afternoon, after fin-
ishing class in the morn-
ing. She was practicing 
(demonstrating ..) her 
English and through her 
we got in touch with the 
school. 
  
By the time of writing this 
newsletter all of the 
desks are finished and 
delivered to the schools. 
The children are enjoying 
their new desks. 

  School desks under construction 

  Helping along the way (2) 
In the previous newsletter 
we mentioned that we 
met the village officer of 
Thnal Bandauy village. 
The two dividing walls in 
their 3-classroom village 
school were not properly 
finished during construc-
tion. That caused the 
noise from each of the 
classrooms to bounce via 
the roof into the other 

classrooms. We offered to 
help and made arrange-
ments with a local con-
structor. 
 
So during this visit we 
went back to check the 
result. As you can see the 
walls have been fixed 
nicely and the children 
can now better concen-
trate. 
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  What’s next? 
We have started to feel 
connected to the people 
of Cambodia, to the coun-
try. The satisfaction you 
get from helping others is 
addictive. There is still 
much to do as the people 
in the rural areas are very 
poor. 
 
The standard of living is 
extremely basic. Health-
care is below all standards 
except a few private chil-
dren’s hospitals operated 
with help of many foreign 
US dollars (www.beat-
richner.ch).  
 
It is not easy to find a 
suitable project or activity 
to start as there is so 
much need. And running a 
project from a distance is 
also not easy. However we 
have decided to start rais-

ing funds to provide the 
children of Phum Steung 
with new school uniforms. 
We have other projects in 
consideration as well. We 
will get back to you .  
 
Again many thanks!! 
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  Desks for Steung Primary school 
On the second day we went to 
see the other school. Raining 
season had begun few weeks be-
fore so it was difficult to reach 
the remote village of Phum Ste-
ung. Many bridges were flushed 
away by fast flowing river 
streams. 
 
Once we got off the main road 
into the countryside, we found 
many dirt roads were swamped 
with mud. Much of the land was 

submerged. Luckily 
most of the houses 
are built on stilts. 
 
The school terrain 
looked more like a 
pond than a play-
ground. Rain was 
pouring down heav-
ily, but the name 
plates had to be 
fixed. One of their 
two extended  

 
classrooms now has 
new school desks.  
 
During our first visit 
there were only a 
few old and broken 
desks. We arrived 
at the very same 
moment the chil-

dren had class sitting on their 
new desks.  
 
The teachers were excited with 
our visit and interested to hear 
about the project. The principal 
of the school asked us to say 
thanks to all of you who have 
donated. 
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